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BAUCUS
SPEECH BY
SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
BEFORE THE
RETIRED OFFICERS DINNER
MALMSTROM AIR FORCE BASE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1979
GOOD EVENING. I WANT.TO THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING ME TO
SHARE IN THE FESIVITS OF THE RETIRED OFFICERS DINNER TONIGHT,
IT IS A SPECIAL PLEASURE TO SIT BACK, EAT A DELICIOUS MEAL,
AND ENJOY THE COMPANY OF SO MANY DISTINGUISHED MONTANANS,
I KNOW YOU HAVE ALL HAD A BUSY, AND I HOPE, PRODUCTIVE DAY.
SO--- I WON'T GO ON LONG.
LET ME SIMPLY SAY THAT IS A VERY SATISFYING FEELING TO BE
HERE AT MALMSTROM TONIGHT,
MALMSTROM IS NOT ONLY A PLACE IN GREAT FALLS, MONTANA,
MALMSTROM IS NOT ONLY A PLACE IN WHAT MANY IN WASHINGTON
REGARD AS THE WILD, WILD WEST.
RATHER, MALMSTROM IS A VITAL PART OF OUR NATIONAL DEFENSE.
CONTINUED SURVIVABILITY OF MALMSTROM'S MINUTEMAN MISSILE FORCE IS
OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE NOT ONLY TO MONTANA, BUT TO THE ENTIRE
NATION. MALMSTROM IS ALSO AT THE HEART OF A VIBRANT GREAT FALLS
ECONOMY.
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IN SHORT, MALMSTROM IS AN IMPORTANT PLACE TO EVERY SINGLE
AMERICAN.
I HAVE VISITED SAC AND NORAD. HEADQUARTERS IN AN EFFORT TO
GET A MORE THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROBLEMS FACING MALMSTROM,
AND OUR DEFENSE POSTURE IN GENERAL.
I'M ESPECIALLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE VULNERABILITY OF THE
NORTHERN TIER STATES TO A SUBMARINE OR OVER-THE-POLE ATTACK,
HERE, TOO, I HAVE BEEN THOROUGHLY BRIEFED BY DEFENSE EXPERTS
REGARDING OUR DEFENSE POSTURE.
I WOULD LIKE TO STRESS THAT I .HAVE NOT ONLY BEEN LISTENING
TO OTHERS ABOUT THESE ISSUES, I HAVE ALSO BEEN TALKING WITH OTHERS,
I AM-IN WASHINGTON TO REPRESENT YOU, AND I CERTAINLY BEAR THIS
IN MIND IN MY MANY .CONVERSATIONS,
IT IS A CURIOUS THING. MANY AMERICANS ALL TOO EASILY TAKE
THE DEFENSE OF THEIR COUNTRY FOR GRANTED. AND MANY AMERICANS ALL
TOO EASILY DISMISS THE FUNDAMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE OF MILITARY BASES
TO OUR NATIONAL WELL-BEING,
MILITARY BASES LIKE MALMSTROM,
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INDEED, I AM OFTEN STRUCK WITH THE LACK OF UNDERSTANDING MANY
IN WASHINGTON HAVE FUR THE MILITARY. OF COURSE, THERE IS ALWAYS
THE READY STEREOTYPE OR THE CASUAL SHRUG. THIS CALLOUS ATTITUDE
OF MANY AMERICANS TOWARD THE4MILITARY DISTURBS ME DEEPLY,
THE ISSUE IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN MERE LACK OF APPRECIATION.
THE ISSUE CENTERS AROUND THE NEED TO RALLY'AROUND A COMMON CAUSE:
A STRONG AND FREE AMERICA.
I THINK IT IS TIME THAT ALL AMERICANS RECOGNIZE THAT SERVING
IN THE MILITARY IS NOT THE EASIEST WAY TO SERVE YOUR COUNTRY. IT
REQUIRES COURAGE, DEDICATION, AND PATRIOTISM, I, FOR ONE, APPRECIATE
EACH OF THESE QUALITIES IN EACH OF YOU.
IN THIS VEIN, LET ME SAY THAT I-CONTINUE TO BE IMPRESSED
WITH THE ORGANIZATION AND EFFICIENCY OF AMERICA'S MILITARY, EACH
TIME I REQUEST A BRIEFING, OR SOME SPECIFIC INFORMATION, I HAVE
BEEN PROMPTLY AND COMPLETELY ANSWERED.
THIS IS NOT AN IDLE COMPLIMENT. IT IS A SAD FACT THAT MUCH
OF THE WASHINGTON BUREAUCRACY RESEMBLES A SPRAWLING AND SLUGGISH
MASS OF USELESS PAPER WORK. IT IS MOST REFRESHING TO RECEIVE
THOROUGH AND ENTHUSIASTIC FEEDBACK FROM THE MILITARY OFFICERS BOTH
HERE AND IN WASHINGTON,
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I AM CONTINUALLY IMPRESSED BY THE ABILITY OF THE MILITARY TO
CUT TO THE HEART OF AN ISSUE AND PRESENT THE ESSENCE OF AN ARGUMENT,
OBVIOUSLY, YOU BELIEVE IN WHAT YOU ARE DOING,
HEREJI WOULDLIKE TO DIGRESS A BIT AND TALK ABOUT DEFENSE
* SPENDING, AGAIN, ALL.AMERICANS HAVE A STAKE IN A STRONG DEFENSE,
STILL, IT SEEMS THAT CITIZENS LIKE YOURSELF ARE SOMETIMES THE
ONLY ONES WHO HAVE A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF JUST HOW IMPORTANT A
STRONG DEFENSE IS,
THERE S 1A LOT OF HAGGLING IN CONGRESS THESE DAYS ABOUT WHAT
EXACTLY CONSTITUTES A "STRONG DEFENSE." OF COURSE, THE DEFINITION -
IS HARD TO PIN DOWN. IT IS MY BELIEF THAT A STRONG DEFENSE IS A
COMPREHENSIVE DEFENSE, AND A DEFENSE CAPABLE OF DEFENDING OUR
NATION AGAINST OUTSIDE THREATS OF ALL SORTS.
JUST A FEW WEEKS AGO, I VOTED FOR A 3 PERCENT REAL INCREASE
IN DEFENSE SPENDING. I DO NOT BELIEVE THIS IS AN EXCESSIVE INCREASE,
NOR IS IT ARBITRARY. RATHER, IT IS THE FULFILLMENT OF A PLEDGE
THE UNITED STATES MADE TO, AND WITH, OUR NATO ALLIES IN BRUSSELS
BACK IN 1977.
THIS WAS A PLEDGE NOT ONLY OF DOLLARS AND CENTS, THIS WAS A
PLEDGE TO STAND BY A STRONG AND UNITED WESTERN WORLD,
THE UNITED STATES HAS KEPT ITS PLEDGE. SINCE 1974, AMERICAN
DEFENSE EXPENDITURES HAVE BEEN HEAVILY ORIENTED TOWARD NATO,
THE MAJORITY OF OUR DEFENSE INCREASES HAVE GONE TO BOLSTERING COMBAT
CAPABILITIES FOR A POTENTIAL NATO CONFLICT.
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I FIRMLY BELIEVE THE UNITED STATES MUST STAND BY ITS
COMMITMENT TO NATO. WE LIVE IN A TIME WHEN A COMPREHENSIVE
COMMITMENT TO DEFENSE IS OF THE ESSENCE, WITHOUT IT, WE ENDANGER
THE WAY OF LIFE WE HAVE COME TO CHERISH; WITH IT, WE STAND BY
OUR ALLIES AND WAY OF LIFE.
IN ADDITION, THE U.S. HAS A SPECIAL TASK OF MAINTAINING
"ESSENTIAL EQUIVALENCE" WITH THE SOVIET UNION, THE 3 PERCENT
INCREASE IN DEFENSE SPENDING THIS YEAR WILL ASSURE THAT THE
U.S. KEEPS PACE WITH ITS GLOBAL CHALLENGERS.
OF COURSE. YOU KNOW AS WELL AS I DO MANY AMERICANS RESENTANY
INCREASE IN DEFENSE SPENDING, THEY FEEL THAT ENOUGH GOVERNMENT
MONEY GOES FOR DEFENSE, AND THAT MUCH OF THEIR TAX DOLLAR IS WASTED.
I HAVE 'NOT IGNORED THESE COMPLAINTS. THEREARE VERY LEGITIMATE
GROUNDS TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT WASTE IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.
I AM CHAIRMAN OF A SUBCOMMITTEE WHICH DEALS WITH MANY OVERSIGHT
ISSUES. WE HAVE PURSUED.MANY OF THESE COMPLAINTS AND GOTTEN RESULTS.
I WILL GIVE ONE EXAMPLE WHICH I THINK ALL OF YOU'WILL FIND
BOTH DISTURBING AND INFURIATING, THIS EXAMPLE CENTERS AROUND THE
NEARLY $13 BILLION WORTH OF ARMS THAT THE SHAH OF IRAN'S GOVERNMENT
ORDERED FROM THE UNITED STATES. THE REVOLUTIONARY KHOMEINI GOVERNMENT
CANCELLED THESE ORDERS.
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I WAS CONCERNED THAT THE AMERICAN TAXPAYER WOULD END UP
SHOULDERING THE COST OF KHOMEINI'S ACTION, SO -- I ORDERED A
GAO INVESTIGATION OF THE IRANIAN TRUST FUND AND ARMS SITUATION.
THE REPORT IS NOW OUT, AND I CAN SAY, QUITE FRANKLY, THAT I AM
DEEPLY CONCERNED,
THE REPORT DETAILS AN ENORMOUS AMOUNT OF MISMANAGEMENT IN OUR
ENTIRE FOREIGN MILITARY SALES PROGRAM, THE UNITED STATES TREASURY
MAY WELL BE LIABLE FOR BILLIONS 'OF DOLLARS OF ARMS CONTRACTS
CANCELLED BY IRAN" THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT'S MANAGEMENT OF FOREIGN
ARMS SALES IS NOTHING SHORT OF MISERABLE.
THE REPORT RAISES OTHER SERIOUS PROBLEMS THAT I SHALL NOT
DETAIL. LET ME SIMPLY SAY THAT I AM DEMANDING SPECIFIC, AND
THOROUGH RESPONSES TO ALL THESE ISSUES FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE.
IF I AM NOT SATISFIED, I WILL TAKE MY QUESTIONS FURTHER,
WASTE:AND :INEFFICIENCY CAN AND DOES OCCUR AT ALL LEVELS OF
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT IS NOT AN ISOLATED
EXAMPLE, BY ANY MEANS, RATHER, I MENTION IT TO HIGHLIGHT MY ARGUMENT,
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A STRONG DEFENSE WILL COST THE UNITED STATES A SUBSTANTIAL
AMOUNT OF MONEY,
THAT IS A FACT.
BUT IT IS ALSO A FACT THAT WE HAVE OTHER FUNDING PRIORITIES
WHICH DEMAND IMMEDIATE ATTENTION AS WELL, THUS -- IT IS ABSOLUTELY
ESSENTIAL THAT WE SPEND OUR DEFENSE DOLLARS WISELY AND CAUTIOUSLY.
THERE IS NO ROOM FOR WASTE,
THERE IS NO ROOM FOR SPENDING DOLLARS-ON THE WRONG PROGRAM.
WE MUST CONTINUE TO STRENGTHEN OUR DEFENSE CAPABILITIES, WITH
THE TOTAL WELL-BEING OF THE UNITED STATES IN MIND, A DOLLAR WELL
SPENT O.N NATIONAL DEFENSE IS A DOLLAR WELL SPENT FOR THE FUNDAMENTAL
SECURITY GOALS OF THE UNITED STATES.
IN CLOSING. I SIMPLY WANT TO THANK THE MANY GOOD PEOPLE HERE
AT MALMSTROM AND THROUGHOUT THE STATE, WHO HAVE MADE THIS DAY POSSIBLE,
MONTANA HAS.A SPECIAL NEED FOR THIS KIND OF GATHERING, AS WE
ALL KNOW, THE DISTANCE BETWEEN TOWNS AND PEOPLE ARE VAST HERE,
AND IT IS OFTEN A DIFFICULT TASK BRINGING EVERYONE TOGETHER, IN
THIS VEIN, LET ME SAY THAT I AM SURE YOU ALL SHARE MY ENTHUSIASM FOR
THE NEW RETIREE AFFAIRS OFFICE THAT OPENED HERE THIS SPRING, IT WILL
PROVE INVALUABLE FOR ORGANIZING THIS KIND OF EVENT IN THE FUTURE,
I AM SURE.
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I WILL SIT DOWN NOW BUT LET ME SAY ONCE AGAIN THAT I AM
HONORED TO BE HERE AT THE RETIRED OFFICERS DINNER, I'M GLAD TO
SEE SUCH A FULL HOUSE.
KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!
